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diaphragm and below to the kidney, It also extended to
the right free border of the liver and a little over its upper
surface. On washing away the pus on the right edge of the
liver a darning needle about two and a-half inchen long was
found partially imbedded in the liver substance with the point
downwards and in the long axis of the body.

DEATH OF DR. JOHN RAE, F.R.S.

WE regret to have to record the death of Dr. John Rae,
LL. D. Edin., F. R. S. and L R. C. S. Edin. A native of the

Orkneys, his diploma of the Royal College of Surgeons,
Edinburgh, dates back as far as 1833, and his life has been
highly honourable and useful, chiefly in the direction of

Arctic work and exploration. It was a common thing for
young surgeons in his day to take charge of Greenland going
ships. Before he was twenty years old he was appointed
as surgeon to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s ship which

annually visited Moose Factory, on the shores of Hudson’s
Bay, and it was in this office that he acquired that in-

terest in Arctic regions which was to make him one of the
.most effective of Arctic explorers. He visited the Arctic

’regions three times in search of the crews of the Erebus
- and Terror under Sir John Franklin, and it was he who
in his last journey was able to collect and bring back
articles which left no doubt that the worst had befallen Sir
-John Franklin and his brave comrades. For these seivices he
received &pound;10,000-the reward which had been offered by the
British Government-and in 1852 the Gold Medal of the Royal
Geographical Society. Dr. Rae began his medical studies when
he was only sixteen. Though his medical fame is lost in his
’larger achievements we still claim the honour of his name in
.a profession which teaches its followers to "endure hardness"
and has sent forth its members alike to the trials of Africa
as in the case of Rae’s distinguished countryman Mungo Park
and the austerities of the Polar regions as in the case of

Dr. Rae himself, who is estimated by The Times to have added
*i.500 or 1800 miles to the map of explored land in those fateful
parts. We cannot help feeling that if he had been a rich

banker or brewer, or the head of some State department, but
otherwise unknown to fame, he would probably have received
titular distinction, and it is to be regretted that a man with
such physical and mental energy, who had done such splendid
service, should not have received what he had so richly
earned. 

___

THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS’ ASSOCIATION.

SUCH is the new name adopted, after some discussion, at
the annual meeting of the General Practitioners’ Society
held on Thursday, July 20th, at the Holborn Restaurant,
-under the presidency of Dr. J. W. J. Oswald, the retiring pre-
sident. Dr. Alderson was elected President for the coming
gear. The report for the past year gave satisfaction to the
members who now number about 300. Various subjects
were discussed, including the proposal to register midwives,
’the meeting declaring strongly in favour of obstetric nurses
as distinguished from midwives. Another matter which gave
rise to some discussion was the change in the title of the
Association, as mentioned above. A proportion of the

meeting were well satisfied with the old title as defining
the chief object of the Society-the promotion of the
rinterests of the general practitioner and the discourage-
ment of all low methods of practice. But the ma-

jority approved the change, which, if it somewhat does

away with the exclusive character of the Association,
"enlarges its scope and recognises the Olleness " of the pro-
fession in all its sections. An important paragraph in the
report dealt with the question of medical aid associations,
.and expressed regret that the Medical Council had not

;adopted the recommendations of its own committee. A
Ceature of the meeting was the address of the retiring

I 

President, Dr. Oswald who struck a high and genial not
in indicating the work ard purpose of the Associatm.
After the business of the meeting the members of the
Association dined together and entertained various guests
including Dr. Bridgwater, Dr. Glover (one of the direct
representatives of the profession on the General Medical
Council), Mr. Keetley and others. Various toasts were prc.
posed and responded to, which, with music interposed,
brought the proceedings to a pleasant conclusion.

KING’S COLLEGE, LONDON.

AT a meeting of the Council, held on the 26th inst., the
following appointments were made : Sir Joseph Lister,
11’. H. (" S., Consulting Surgeon to King’s College Hospital;
Mr. A. Boyce Barrow, M.B., F.R C S., Full Surgeon in Charge
of Beds ; Mr. G. L. Cheatle, F.R.C.S., and Mr. P. T. Beale,
F.R C.S., Assistant Surgeons; Mr. J. F. W. Silk, M.D.Lon4,
Anaesthetist and Instructor in An&aelig;sthetics; and Mr. George
Rowell, F. R. C. S., Assistant An&aelig;sthetist.

ACUTE YELLOW ATROPHY OF THE LIVER.

SEVERAL attempts have been made to assign a micro.
organism as the cause of acute yellow atrophy of the liver;
for a considerable period the results were always declared to
be negative, but recently Dr. Kanot read a paper before tht ’
Medical Society of London, stating that in three cases of this
disease-two of which proved fatal-he was able to isolate
from the blood and liver the bacillus coli communis. Dr.
M. H. Vincent (Gazette M&eacute;dicale de Paris) also obtained a 

-

similar result in a case which he investigated and was able -

to isolate the organism not only from the blood of the liver but
also from the bile, all the other viscera and the central
nervous system. The patient had died forty-eight hours
after the onset of symptoms ; the case was a typical one of
acute yellow atrophy of the liver and after death the usual
pathological conditions were found. Microscopic examination
of the liver demonstrated the presence in large numbers of
the bacillus coli communis, and pure cultures were obtained
without difficulty. The bacillus presented certain character.
istics not usually ascribed to it. It was actively mobile, The
cultures on gelatine (tube-cultures and plate-cultures) were
neither opaque nor confluent, but, on the contrary, were

translucent and discrete. The streak yielded by potato
cultivations was light yellow in colour and projected very
slightly above the cultivating surface. Lactic acid fermen-
tation could only be obtained in a very small degree and in
bouillon ; in indol reaction was developed.

FOREIGN UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.

Do7,vat.-Dr. Arthur von Oettingen, Professor of Physio-
logy, has resigned his chair after a service of thirty years
on the teaching staff of the university. He intends to con.

tinue his scientific work in Germany. Dr. Georg Dragen-
dorff, who is the senior member of the professorial body, is
also about to resign the chair of Pharmacy which he has held
since 1864.

Innsbr&uuml;ck.-Dr. E. Ehrendorfer, Professor of Midwiferp,
has been elected Rector for the ensuing year.
Paris.-Dr. Hayem has resigned the Chair of Therapeutics

and been appointed to that of Clinical Medicine, vacant by
the death of Professor Peter.
Tomsk.-Dr. Jerofeieff has been promoted to the Ordinaly

Professorship of Ophthalmology and Dr. Anfimoff to that
Gynascology. 

-

DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL MEN.
THE deaths of the following distinguished members of

the medical profession abroad have been announced :-Dr,
Nils Gustaf Kjellberg, Professor of Psychiatry in the U6Tel-
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sity of Upsala at the age of sixty-six. He was considered

the most eminent of Swedish alienist physicians, and it was

through him that a rational mode of caring for lunatics was
introduced into the asylums. He was honorary President for
Sweienof the Section of Psychiatry at the Copenhagen Inter-
national Medical Congress in 1884. Dr. Am&eacute;d&eacute;e Poctevin,
Professor of Descriptive Anatomy in Montreal, aged thirty-
three.-Dr. Justus Carriere, Extraordinary Professor of

Zoology in the University of Strasburg, and a grandson of
Liebig, of diphtheria, in his fortieth year.-Professor Benjamin
Luzzato, Director of the Medical Clinic, Palermo. Hehadjust
finished an important paper on the Circulation.

SEVERAL changes have recently taken place in the teaching
staff at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. Dr. Norman Moore has
succeeded Dr. Gee as Joint Lecturer on Medicine, and the
Lectureship on Pathology, recently held by Dr. Norman Moore,
has been entrusted to Dr. Kanthack. Dr. Herringham has
been appointed Medical Registrar and Dr. Tooth succeeds
Dr. Ormerod as Demonstrator of Morbid Anatomy. In the
more scientific subjects changes have also taken place. Mr.

F. D. Chattaway, B.A.Oxon., D.Sc.Lond., Ph.D. Munich, has
been appointed Demonstrator of Chemistry, and Mr. Alfred
Howard has been elected Assistant Demonstrator of Che-

mistry. Mr. J. S. Edkins, M.A., M.B.Cantab , George Henry
Lewes student and late Demonstrator of Physiology at Owens
College, Manchester, has been appointed Demonstrator of
Physiology. 

-

AN old Act, incorporated in the Public Health (London)
Act, requires every sanitary authority to appoint one or more
medical officers of health for their district. The Treasurers
and masters of the sanitary districts of the Inner Temple and
the Middle Temple have appointed Dr. F. J. Waldo, the

medical officer of health for the parish of St. George-the-
Martyr, Southwark, medical officer of health for their districts.
He has received the permission of the Local Government
Board and the Vestry of St. George-the-Martyr to retain his
present appointment in Southwark in addition to those

above-mentioned. 
___

Ax addition to Clubland is about be made by the forma-
tion of a club for the association in membership of Fellows
of the various Royal and learned societies. Membership will
be limited exclusively to presidents, members of council,
fellows and members of the learned societies at home and

abroad, as well as academicians and associates of the Royal
Academies and professors of universities. Colonel W. P.

Hodnett, late 2nd Dorset (54th) Regiment, is the hon.

secretary. 
-

THE Home Secretary has sent a letter to Sir Edmund
Lechmere testifying to the excellent work done by the

St. John Ambulance Brigade in the streets on the occasion of
the Royal Marriage, and desiring him to convey to the mem-
bers of the brigade the grateful acknowledgment of the police
authorities and himself for such services. The force employed
consisted of 200 ambulance officers and men, 10 surgeons and
30 nursing sisters, and 1544 cases were relieved.

MR. RICHARD DAVY having resigned his position as one
of the surgeons to the Westminster Hospital has been
elected a consulting surgeon. Mr. Davy was appointed
surgical registrar in 1869, assistant surgeon in 1871 and full
surgeon in 1873. 

-

THE Royal Commission on Vaccination held a sitting at
its offices in Great George-street, Westminster, on July 26th.
Dr. B, A. Whitelegge of Wakefield gave evidence showing
the favourable results of vaccination. The Commission

adjourned over the Long Vacation.

IT is understood that Lord 13rassey has been offered and
, has accepted the Chairmanship of the Royal Commission on
, the Opium Traffic. 

---

THE London Counties Medical Protection Society have,,
we understand, been duly authorised by the Society of
Apothecaries to take proceedings against Mr. Alabone i)T

accoidance with the suggestions of the Judge in the case of
, Alabone v. Morton. 

___

PROFESSOR A. FRAENKEL, Director of the Urban Hospital,,
, 

Berlin, has resigned the editorship of the (,entralblatt f&uuml;r
lil6niscTie Medicin. He is succeeded by Professor Unver-

richt, Magdeburg.

THE LANCET

Special Analytical Sanitary Commission 
ON

THE CHARACTER AND QUALITY OF THE
ICE-SUPPLY OF LONDON.

AMONGST the new industiies that have come into existence-

duiing the last decade not the least important is that of the
artificial production of ice. Not only has an increase in the-
output of ice been demanded by certain manufacturing pro-.
cesses-to wit, the brewing of beer, the refining of paraffin,.
the preparation of pure chemical products and other installa-
tions-but what concerns us most in the present inquiry i&

that ice is also extensively resorted to for the cooling and
preservation of articles of food and for mixing with a great;
number of beverages in which it is melted and actually con-
sumed. The quantity of ice used in this manner has
increased enormously during late years, the consumption
reaching its maximum in the months of June, July and
August. This being so, the quality and character of the:
ice commonly supplied for the uses just mentioned
are matters of extreme and vital importance. Natural
ice is plentifully supplied to this country from the immense-
ice fields of Norway and other countries, and its convey-
ance to English ports forms no small industry in the-
shipping world. In spite, moreover, of the invention and
introduction of powerful refrigerating machinery for the
manufacture of ice, the importation of natural ice stilt’
continues. Thus, of the six samples procured for the:
present inquiry, which, as will be hereafter seen, were

fairly taken to represent the ice supply of the metro-

polis, five were ascertained to be natural ice imported
from Norway and only one had been produced arti-

ficially. Whether the general substitution of artificial ice
for natural ice would effect any change for the better in the:
quality of the supply remains to be seen, but it has been
recorded that natural ice is often contaminated with certain
impurities and it has been frequently stated to be plentifully
stored with bacteria. We are naturally led to expect, there-
fore, that the substitution of artificial ice would give greater
security to the community against any danger from this
source ; but disquieting rumours have from time to time been
raised as to the origin and source of the water used in th&

refrigerating process. We have, therefore, been prompted to
institute a keen and searching inquiry into this subject with
the view of setting at rest the question whether there is any
foundation for supposing that the ice of London as generally
supplied, whether natural or artificial, is not what it ought to
be, or, in other words, is fit or unfit for human consump--
tion. The inquiry is divided into two sections. The first,
section relates to the chemical analysis of the water resulting
from melting the ice and to the indications as to purity
thereby afforded, and the second section to the results of a
bacteriological examination. Before proceeding to detail the
results furnished by both sets of experiments a brief outline-
of the methods employed for the production of ice artificially
will be of interest.

It is well known that heat is absorbed by two processes-
firstly, by changeof the condition of aggregation and, secondly,
by expansion of volume, so that cold may be produced in
three ways : (1) By liquefaction of a solid by means of a liquid


